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February 12, 2024

US Department of Justice
Docket: Number CRT 143 AG Order No. 5852-2024

To whom it may concern:

Based on the document provided by the Center for Disability, Equity, and Intersectionality,
the following comments and recommendations are proposed in response to the US
Department of Justice's call for comments on "Nondiscrimination on the basis of disability;
Accessibility of medical diagnostic equipment of state and local government entities."

Issue 1 (60 Days Compliance Timeframe): We recommend affirming that a 60-day
timeframe is appropriate for implementing minimum low height requirements for transfer
to medical diagnostic equipment (MDE). The urgency of addressing the accessibility needs
reflects the immediate and significant impact on individuals with disabilities. The cost of
inaction far outweighs the financial implications of compliance, underscoring the necessity
of timely adherence to enhance accessibility and reduce healthcare disparities.

Issue 7 (Dispersion of MDE): Decisions regarding the distribution of MDE must prioritize
minimizing burdens on individuals with disabilities, including travel to distant or crowded
clinics. Strategies for dispersion should include comprehensive, clear, and accessible
information about the availability of accessible MDE. This ensures individuals can ascertain
the accessibility of services at their local clinics without unnecessary hardship, promoting
equitable healthcare access.

Issue 17 (Application to Non-diagnostic Medical Equipment): The principles of accessibility
should extend beyond diagnostic equipment to encompass all medical equipment,
including those not used for diagnostic purposes. This broad application is crucial for
ensuring comprehensive healthcare accessibility, allowing individuals with disabilities
equitable access to all aspects of medical care.
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Recommendations:

e Make the Access Board's MDE temporary standard regarding minimum low height
requirements for transfer a permanent requirement to ensure long-term commitment to
accessibility.

e Implement a phased approach for compliance, allowing entities to plan effectively while
maintaining the urgency of accessibility improvements.

e Enhance funding and support mechanisms for healthcare providers to upgrade or acquire
accessible MDE, mitigating financial barriers to compliance.

e Foster partnerships between healthcare providers, equipment manufacturers, and
disability advocacy groups to innovate and improve MDE design and functionality.

e Regularly review and update accessibility standards to reflect technological advancements
and evolving needs of individuals with disabilities.

e Develop and disseminate comprehensive guidelines and resources to assist entities in
understanding and implementing accessibility standards.

e Encourage and support research and development in accessible medical technology to
broaden the range of accessible equipment available in the market.

These comments and recommendations reflect a commitment to promoting equity and
inclusion within healthcare through the urgent and comprehensive addressal of medical
equipment accessibility for individuals with disabilities.

Sincerely,

bttty

Kara B. Ayers, PhD
Director
Center for Disability, Equity, and Intersectionality
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